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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

GENERALCOUNSH_ April 10, 1979

MEMORANDUM FOR RICK HUTCHESON

FROM: wiLniaM MY ¥4

SUBJECT: Proposed Proclamation of Observance

Attached is a proposed proclamation for ' National Action
for Foster Children Month to be observed this month.
This draft and the attached justification were submitted
by the Secretary, HEW.

This proposed observance does not meet the criteria estab-
lished by Presidential policy: it is neither traditional
nor supported by a joint resolution of the Congress. In
addition, we are well into the month of April and there is
very little time left for interest groups to organize
appropriate observances. '

Another consideration-is relevant to this request. In re-
cent years Congress has enacted joint resolutions calling
for the observance of National Family Week during the week
of Thanksgiving. The proclamation issued pursuant to last
year's joint resolution paid tribute to all families,
specifically including foster and adoptive families.

Under these circumstances OMB recommends that the proposed

proclamation not be issued. If it-is to be issued, how-
ever, we have no objection to the text of HEW's draft.

Attachments




THE SECRETAR\; OF HZALTH,ZEDUCATION, AND WELFARE
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20201

APR'G 1979

The Honorable James T. McIntyre
Director, Office of Management
- and Budget

Executive Office Building
washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Mr. McIntyre:

On behalf of citizen groups and organizations across the
country who are working together to improve services to .
foster children, I am forward1ng for your consideration and
aporoval a proposed Presidential Proclamation for National
Action for Foster Children Month, to be observed during '
April, 1979.

In recognition of the need for a national focus on the , .
problem of inadequate social services to foster children and -
their families, the first Action Week was established in
April 1972. This was the start of a citizens' volunteer
movement to bring about changes and improvements, State by
State and community by community, which has gained substan-
tial support and public attention. A WNational Action for
Foster Children Month in 1979 will greatly contribute to
continued public interest and activity.

Your assistance in bringing this recommendation to the
President's attention will be greatly appreciated.

The explanatory material accomoanylng the Proclamatlon
describes program developments since 1972. ’

Sincerely,

7 4 .
Joseph A, Califano, Jr.

Enclosures



EXPIANATORY MATERTAT,

'National Action for Foster Children was established in 1972.

In July 1976, NAFC was award=ad a three-year demonstration grant
by the Children's Bureau. During the grant period, NAFC has
assisted in the establisiment of 11 State-wide Action Camittees,
18 local Action Comnittess, and has worked with an additional :
10 sites to begm Action Camittee planning.

.Organlzatlons represented on the National Action for Foster
Children Cammittees are: :

American Bar Association

American GI Fonum

American Iegion Camission for Children ‘and Youth

Association of Junior Leagues

Child Welfare lLeagu= of America

National Associaticn for Retarded Citizens

National Conference of Catholic Charities

National Corngress of Parents and Teachers :

National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges

‘National Council of Jswish Wamen :

National Council of State Gcmnlttees for Chlldren
and Youth

National Foster Pzr=nt Association

National Ruritan

National Urban lLeague .

North American Indi=n Women's ASSOClathn

Associate Members are:

Arerican Humanes Association
B Nai B! thh Ysaren

Typical activities of State and local Action Committees include:

‘o Developing and implementing foster parent training programs

0 Working with State agenc1es to develop foster care case
review systems

o Assisting States to mplaent subSJ.dJ.zed adoptlon
legislation

o Conducting conferences and seminars of state—specuic
foster family care issues, legislation and administration.



NATIONAL ACTION FOR FOSTER CHITDREN MONTH
By the President of the United States of Arerica

A PROCIAMATION

Every nation views its children as its rost valuable assef. Each
géneration hopes thét the. next genérat_ion r_x.ll prb\}e to be stroﬁger,
healthier, ‘and wiser—and thus lead us on to ?eace,, nbral _integrity,
" happiness, énd financial stability. o
In orderx to protect. and enhance our future , ﬂu’s Cdmtry plans and
. provides for its children through our edv;caﬁdnai systems, raternal and
| child heaith prbgrams, juvenile justice s;.étem, publi_c welfa.fe , social
_services and ‘child welfare progra’s Péco;nizir;g that children J_n loving
family environments have the besr. chance o gré.v into ihealthy and happy
adults, the United States Government st:pporr_s th.is' oconceont through a |
partnership with states in funding service orograms, davelcping educationad.v '
fnaterials, and pramoting research in areas of family iife ‘and child dvevel_op—"
 ment. One.of the exéeptional efforts wfu'.cb. originated in t’ne federal system
is the National Action for Foster Children which promotes citizen participation
“and léadérship,. in order to help provids ; tter sé;vices to féstef children
and -theil" families. | | A B |

Over 500,000 childrén in the United States are living apart from their
own families in foster homes and group facilities. For a substantial nu:nbef,
placerrents are repeated with more than one foster family, aooc;npanied by the '
need for multipie adjustments and with discontinuity of a’ttac'mrénts. ' A‘Lth.ouéh-
plaoenents of these childrén are mads with cood intentions, the resources .are‘
not alwayé available to assure them that thay will be able to return to their -
.hqmeé within a reasonable period of urne The needs of foster children are
real and urgent. They are the concern of all Americans. |

In 1972, the President set aside bv Proclamation a week in April as

- D)

National Action for Foster Children Vesk--as za time to bring bafore the

-

public the story of our foster children's nszeds—a time for states and



communities to plan activities ard procrass m a coope'rat_ive' '_effort to
achieve better services for foster children. As a result of the work of
thousands of dedicated peopla “:rcss the canmtry, a‘v‘new émarenes_s of the
problems facmg foster crulc:o_; ancé .k:ew_: fzmilies has .develoced and
changes have occurred as a result oz t}e ac t1v1t1es of Actlon Ccn'mlttees.

ThlS year——l979 the I:zte_. \_10?_31 ar of the Chl"’*—lt 1s
,aoproprlate,that this awarenass be stretcred ovar a longer oerlod of tlme—
and the month of A@ril has been chosen as the time to rensw our dedlcatloni
~to all of ‘our children who r:—:d sGe. ‘C:"_De or reinforcerrent during their
developing years from soc1al &- - _é encies and foster J.*“nllles.

"NOW, THEREFORE, I, JD2¢ C.‘__._.\, Presidant of the United States of
Arerica, do hereby designate th2 month of _l.ptil' as National Action for
Foster Children Month.

I urge Americans across the Co:nr, and es.veciaily .Governofs ehd
Mayors to join in this effort o v limteor their attenticn, ure and enérgy
in behalf of foster children, so that thay can have. equal opportunity for
. the love, strength, and encourzcewent that ccmes from a stable famivly life.

Let ius join together to assur= this ceportinity to our most ‘\.falueble o
resource—Axterica's children. | »

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have nareunto set iy hand.teis | day of .

’ m the year of our Iord ninstesen hundred and 'seven’cy—nirie,_ and of

the Indeoendence of the Unitsed Statss of America the two hundred and third.





